SPECIFYING SAFER GUARDRAILS

Guardrailsgreatly improvepedestriarsafety. Research has shown thagitvisibility guardrails reduce
casualties by about 8Q%ecause thegliminate the huge risks dfagonal crossing withoutlocking
visibility between divers and pedestrians

Other giardrailsare far lesbeneficial and camcreasecasualties for childrenTheseproblemswere
identified more thar0 years aggsee reports iwww.dougstewartonline.cok ), yet guardrailshat
concealpedestriangand vehiclesrestill widely usedevenwhere intervisibility is importantecausehere
is little official guidanceon how best to use guardrail§ his deficiency iseflected in weak specification
clausesuch asGuardrail to be VISIFLEX or similar".

The mainpurpcse ofthat clause is tensure a high level of performance, especialtyntervisibility, but
becausé similar” is not defined ifails todo so Although legallynecessarythis vagueclaus allows
contractorgo useguardrails thatestrictintervisibility and safety

The photographs beloshowd r i v e r gdughis iemwis| a r andthowghViSHFBEX | The

fi s i mgubrdrail inPhotographA hassatisfactonyjintervisibility for muchless than thehorteststopping
sight distanceeven for 30 mphwhereashe VISIFLEX in photograph Borovidesexcellent intervisibility
three timesas far ahegdand can be expectém safety researdo preventtwice as many casualties.
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To guarantee that enhanced level of saetyore explicit specification clause is necessary:

fiGuardrail shall provide a transparency of not less than 70% when viewed at an angle of 6 eetye
the |line of the guardrail o

A1

This criterionis satisfiedby VISIF LEX and some earlier guardrails based it Patem 1585498 and {s
adoption is being recommended to the British Standards Institution

Note alsathe row ofbollardsbeyond the guardrail. @rently fashionable as an alternativegteardrail
bollardsreduce intervisibility anddo not preventiagonal crossing, sheyare wholly detrimental to
pedestrian safety.


http://www.dougstewartonline.co.uk/

The following photographsillustrate the standard of intervisibility obtained by
compliance with that specification, asdemonstratedby VISIFL EX®.

Also evident from the photographs are other benefits of VISIFLEX- versatility, ease
of repair, passive safetyeconomyand elegance







